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+Fourth Sunday after Epiphany          January 29, 2023 
       
 

 
Prayer request and visitor cards can be found in the pew rack. 

 

 
(*) Denotes when to stand, if you are able.  Boldface readings are spoken together. 

 

 
Prelude          A Winter Pastorale     Rex Koury Nadine Berg   

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
  

 
*Confession and Forgiveness  
 

 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 
 

 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 



 
 

*Gathering Hymn                 Let Justice Flow like Streams       #717 (ELW) 
 

1. Let justice flow like streams of sparkling water, pure,  
enabling growth, refreshing life, abundant, cleansing, sure. 

2. Let righteousness roll on as others’ cares we heed, 
 an ever-flowing stream of faith translated into deed.  

3. So may God’s plumb line, straight, define our measure true,  
and justice, right, and peace pervade this world our whole life through.  

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
 

 

*Kyrie     p. 147 (ELW)  
 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy.   
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy.  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,  
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy.   
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy.       
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 
Amen.                 

 

 
*Hymn of Praise                    Glory to God   p.148 

 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,          
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

          in the glory of God the Father.   Amen.  

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to 
the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for 
justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and 
deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 



 
Reading       1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the 
cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way 
God has chosen to work power and salvation through weakness, rejection, 
and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and 
power for believers. 
 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise 
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low 
and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things 
that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the 
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 
 
Anthem        The Beatitudes Albert Hay Malotte   Roy Berg, soloist 
                                   

   
 
Children’s Message   Pastor Kevin Olson 
 



 
 
*Gospel Acclamation       p.151a 
 

 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
 You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 

 
 
*Gospel                                              Matthew 5:1-12      

     The holy gospel according to Matthew.     Glory to you, O Lord.    
 

 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon                  Lifestyles of the Poor and Meek                Pastor Kevin Olson 
 

 
 
*Hymn of the Day     O God of Mercy, God of Light    #714 (ELW) 
 

1. O God of mercy, God of light, in love and mercy infinite,  
teach us, as ever in your sight, to live our lives in you. 

2. You sent your Son to die for all, that our lost world might hear your 
call; oh, hear us lest we stray and fall! We rest our hope in you. 

3. Teach us the lesson Jesus taught: to feel for those his blood has 
bought,  
that ev’ry deed and word and thought may work a work for you.  

4. For all are kindred, far and wide, since Jesus Christ for all has died: 
grant us the will, and grace provide, to love them all in you. 

 



*Apostles’ Creed  
           Along with the church, we confess our faith.  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
*Prayers of Intercession  

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world,  
and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to 
boast only in the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, 
generosity, and justice.  
Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 
 

 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and 
power revealed in Christ crucified.     Amen. 

 
 
*Peace  

The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 
 

 
     

 
Reception of Offering  Blessed Are the Pure in Heart   Steven Scott Nadine Berg 
 
 
*Offertory  Response       In the Bleak Midwinter                 #294 (vs.3 ELW) 
 

  What can I give him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a wiseman I would do my part;  
yet what I can I give him – give my heart. 



            

*Offering Prayer 
 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. 
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of 
your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

 
 

* Lord’s Prayer                                                                                             p. 154b 
 
 
*Blessing  
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  Amen. 
 

 
*Sending Hymn       All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!        #634 (vs. 1,2,5,6 ELW) 
 

1. All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;  
bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all. 
Bing forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all. 

2. O seed of Israel’s chosen race now ransomed from the fall, 
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.  
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all. 

5. Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe / on this terrestrial ball, 
to him all majesty ascribe and crown him Lord of all.  
To him all majesty ascribe and crown him Lord of all. 

6. Oh, that with yonder sacred throng / we at his feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all  
We’ll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all.  

 
*Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 
 
Postlude                         Recessional   Joseph Roff Nadine Berg 
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ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP  
Pastor:  Kevin Olson 
Acolyte: Aubry Kangas 
Lector:  Sher Cuffe 
Cantor:  Roy Berg 
Choir Director: Roy Berg 
Organist: Nadine Berg 
Videographer: Dustin Davidson/John Law 
Ushers:  Al Lipke/Greg & Carmen Solberg 
Tellers:  Greg Kujala/Tim Rasch  
Altar Guild: Diane Melchert 
 

 
NEWS & NOTES 

 
 

Special thanks to the Olson Family for sponsoring today’s Radio 
Broadcast in memory of Donna Olson and in honor of Owen Olson’s 96th 

birthday. 
 

 
Best wishes to Owen Olson who will be celebrating his birthday on Monday.                
Happy Birthday!!! 
 

 
 
 
Please join us for the Annual Meeting, today in the Sanctuary at 10:30 

following Coffee & Fellowship 
 

 
 

Welcome 
We are pleased to introduce our new Administrative Assistant, Sarah Garness. 
 

Sarah is a graduate of Luther College and comes to us with a decade of office 
management experience. She has a passion for making a positive impact in her 
community by cultivating environments that allow for deeper connection and 
engagement.  
 

Sarah and her husband, Spencer, live in Hibbing with their 11-month-old son, Galen.   
In her free time, she enjoys playing bocce ball, camping in the boundary waters and 
offering massage therapy in her private practice.   
 

Welcome to the OSLC family, Sarah!  
 

 
 



 
Radio broadcast sponsorships are needed.  If you would like to 
sponsor a broadcast in memory of a loved one or in celebration of an 
event, please call the office at 218-263-7422.  
Weekly broadcasts cost $50 each. 
 

BABY SHOWER 2023 
 

Babies continue to be born and our gifts are still needed. Items will be 
collected from February 1st until February 28th.  Please leave your gifts 
in the laundry basket by the church office.  These gifts will be given to 
Fairview Range Medical Center in Hibbing.   
Many of you make beautiful handmade hats, sweaters, afghans, 
blankets, etc.  These are always appreciated.  Preemie and small 
sleepers are especially needed, onesies, outfits and other items should 
be new and the smallest sizes are preferred.  You may also donate 
disposable diapers (Newborn or size 1).  If you prefer, you may make a 
monetary donation through the church office.  This money will be used 
to purchase additional items.   
  

Thank You and Stay Well,   
Pam Rundell for OSLCW 
 
 

Opportunities of the Week 
                  

Today  29th       9:00      Worship/Sunday School 
   10:00       Coffee & Fellowship 

10:30       Annual Meeting 
   10:30      Radio Broadcast 1240 AM WMFG 
Monday 30th     9:00      Quilting 
   11:30       Hymn Planning 
Tuesday   31st         1:00       Staff  
    6:00      TV Broadcast—channel 805 
Wednesday  Feb 1st     8:00      TV Broadcast—channel 805 
              8:30       Bible Study 
   10:00      LEE  Center 
    6:00       Handbells 
    7:00       Confirmation 7th, 8th & 9th Grades 
    7:00       Choir 
Sunday  5th                9:00       Worship/Communion/Sunday School 
  10:00       Coffee & Fellowship 
            10:30       Radio Broadcast 1240 AM WMFG  


