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+Third Sunday of Advent

December 12, 2021

Prayer request and visitor cards can be found in the pew rack.

(*) Denotes when to stand, if you are able. Boldface readings are spoken together.
Prelude

A Winter Pastorale

Franklin Ritter

Nadine Berg

Welcome and Announcements
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name
of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with

power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith. Amen.

*Gathering Hymn
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*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*Kyrie
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Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to
the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring
forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Reading

Philippians 4:4-7

A reading from Philippians.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
4

The word of the Lord.

Anthem

Thanks be to God.

O Little Town of Bethlehem

Children’s Message

*Gospel Acclamation

arr. by Douglas Wagner

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Handbells

Pastor Kevin Olson

*Gospel

Luke 3:7-18

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy
of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
10
And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said
to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and
whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be
baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to
them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also
asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your
wages.”
15
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John
answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork
is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
18
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the
people.
7

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Good News but not Easy News…

Pastor Kevin Olson

*Hymn of the Day

Roy will sing the 1st verse, then you are invited to join in singing.

*Apostles’ Creed
Along with the church, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
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the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places
that yearn for God’s presence.
A brief silence.
Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good
news. Grant peace to congregations and seminarians in the midst of
transition. Guide the work of candidacy and call committees.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive
these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Plea for giving
As the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic puts a unique stress and challenge
on our ministry and worshiping community, a faithful financial stewardship
response within our church and the broader community is even more critical.
Now more than ever we need to respond to the call in the prayer: “we offer
with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.” Although circumstances
prohibit us from physically taking an offering for gathered worship, please
take the effort to mail your offering, drop it by the church office (practicing
safe social distancing) or contribute on line. God’s blessings to you for your
generosity!

*Offertory

p. 294 (vs 3)

*Offering Prayer
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as
we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
* Lord’s Prayer

*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

*Sending Hymn

The King Shall Come

p. 260

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Noel
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Jean-Jacque Charpentier

Nadine Berg

Assisting with Worship Today:
Pastor: Kevin Olson
Acolyte: Jace McNamar
Lector: Linda Saralampi
Cantor: Roy Berg
Choir Director: Roy Berg
Organist: Nadine Berg
Video Recorder: Dustin Davidson/John Law
Altar Guild: Peggy Graham
NEWS AND NOTES
Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored by Arlene, Brenda and
Philip, Jr.Pascuzzi in loving memory of Philip, Sr.
Thank you and God bless.

Poinsettias and Mission Project
As in past years, members and friends of Our Savior's are being offered the
opportunity to donate funds for the Christmas season to poinsettia plants and/or the
mission project. Each plant costs the church $17, any dollar amount contribution is
appreciated. If you wish to donate for poinsettia plants to decorate the sanctuary and
cheer our members and/or the ELCA Disaster Relief make checks payable to OSLC. If
you wish to have your dedication, for poinsettias or our mission project listed in the
Christmas Eve bulletin your contribution must be in the office by Wednesday, Dec.
15th. Contributions are appreciated at any time and in any amount, please indicate
on the memo line of your check or on the envelope which fund you wish to support.
Blessings to you and on your generosity.

VOICES OF REASON

Presents
Voices of Reason is so proud to announce that on December 17th at 7:00 PM and
December 19th at 3:00 PM we will present “The Splendor of Christmas” at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, Hibbing. After having to cancel one Christmas concert and two
spring concerts we look forward to sharing Christmas favorites with the community.
Please plan to join us and encourage others in our special Christmas celebration!
Roy Berg, Director

Yes, we are making Christmas Fudge!!! OSLC youth will make
fudge in 4 varieties. Our fudge still sells for $5.00 per half pound.
Pick-up in the Fellowship Hall, Sunday, December 19th, between
10-11am. Please put your order form in the offering plate or bring
it to the Church Office.
To place a phone order, call the Church Office, 263-7422.
Also, please place your orders by Friday, December 17th.

YES! We are selling Inspirational Calendars this Advent season!
Calendar costs are the same as in the past:
1 calendar - $8
2 calendars - $15
each additional calendar - $5
We also have sets of 12 Inspirational Greeting Cards for $6.
Proceeds from these sales help pay the fees for our youth to go
to Camp Hiawatha or Camp Vermilion.
FYI—there will be NO Women’s Meeting after worship today.

Note from our Financial Secretary:
If you wish to have a donation recorded for the fiscal year 2021 please have your
contribution into the office on or before noon Friday, December 31, 2021.
Thank you for your generosity.

Would you like our congregation to pray for any issues, problems, or
health concerns you have? We believe in the power of prayer and know
that our petitions are heard and answered. Please call the church office
at 218-263-7422 and we will pass your request on to the Prayer Chain.

The Columbarium at Our Savior’s offers perpetually endowed care for the remains
of those members and their family who choose cremation. It is a place of peace,
solitude, and prayer restoring the ancient practice of church burial.
If you would like to learn more about the columbarium, please make an appointment
with Cindy in the church office by calling 218-263-7422.

Prayer for a Pandemic

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at
stake.
May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable.
May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must
choose between preserving their health or making their rent.
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close
remember those who have no options.
May we who have to cancel our trips remember those that have no place to go.
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market
remember those who have no margin at all.
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who have no
home.
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, Let
us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. Amen.

Opportunities for the Week
Today

12th

9:00

Monday 13th
Tuesday 14th

Wednesday

1:00
4:00
6:00
6:30
15th
8:30
6:00
7:00
7:00

Thursday 16th
Friday 17th
Sunday 19th

10:30

7:00
10:30
10:30
3:00

Worship/Third Sunday in Advent
NO Women’s meeting
10:30
Family Faith Formation in the Sanctuary
Radio Broadcast-WMFG 1240 AM
9:00
Quilting
1:00
Staff
Mission Action
Property Committee
TV Broadcast—channel 5
Church Council
8:00
TV Broadcast—channel 5
Bible Study
Handbells
Confirmation
Choir
3:00
Guardian Angels
6:00
Fudge making
Voices of Reason Concert
9:00
Worship/Communion/Fourth Sunday in Advent
Family Faith Formation in the Sanctuary
Radio Broadcast-WMFG 1240 AM
Voices of Reason Concert

